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MY FRIENDS, 


* I Offer to your Conſideration the 
following Pages ; and as they were written 
purely to ſerve you, I truſt you will, in 
return, give them the Reading with every 


proper Attention. 


If you find them worthy your Notice, 
and are any Way profited by them, the End 
is anſwered, and I have my Reward ; but 
ſhould you, on the contrary, diſcover any 
Thing written inconſiſtent, I truſt you will 
alſo pardon it, and receive it as it is meant, 


believing me 


Sincerely yours, 


A WIL WISIIR. 


AN 


ADDRESS, &. 


HE education of youth is conſidered in general 

as the moſt likely means of promoting happi- 
neſs both in private families and ſtates. For what 
elſe is a nation but a large body of people united 
together in ſociety, each member profeſſing to act 
for the good of the whole; ſo that when any fall 
ſhort of their duty, it muſt be ſenſibly felt by the 
whole bady—let not then the head ſay to the hand, 
« I have no need of thee ;” nor the hand ſay to the 
| foot, « I have no need of thee :” hence each being 
taught how, and made willing to act their part, the 
body is ſo much the nearer to perfection. 


5 Voung people may be conſidered as the nurſery 
of the ſtate; and from among them all magiſtrates 


f E 
and miniſters, in a word, all perſons placed in 
authority and power, are choſen to maintain peace 
and good order among thoſe with whom they have 
to do. 

To this end it is neceſſary they ſhould x receive a 
moral and religious education to fit and prepare 
them ſor their reſpective duties, notwithſtanding 
which we often find the beſt of laws make but a 
feeble reſiſtance againſt the irregular and ſtrong 
paſſions of mankind, unleſs from ſuch an education 
they are made ſenſible of what is wrong, and open 
to conviction ; which fixes in the mind, and even 
upon the will, principles much ſtronger, and more 
laſting, than that of force. A child may be made 
to obey from fear, but it will fear and obey molt 
ſincerely from a principle of love. On this ground, 
I would recommend to parents to perſuade *and 
allure their children, as much as poſſible, into their | 
duty, without ſharpneſs and ſeverity. A violent 
zeal rather checks than 1 the improvet 


apoſtle ſpeaks in the caſe of religion, where he 
fays, © I bear them record that they have a zeal, 
ec but not according to knowledge.” I remember 


a litle Bir! whoſe ores, from a defire of quickly 
: reforming 
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reforming her, would correct the child for every 
fault, inſtead of being at the pains of endeavouring 
to convince her; and if ſhe cried much, they would 
either threaten or chaſtiſe her again; the conſe- 
quence of which was, that the child would tell lies 
in order to avoid ſuch frequent correction; and the 
check given to her tears, after a while, brought on 
a ſtupor, and ſhe is now diſcovered to have a ſtrong 
propenſity to fits at the age of eleven. Beſides, 
this ſort of conduct will ſurely tend much to alienate 
the affections of the child, and of courſe the com- 
pany of the parent, which ſhould be made the moſt 
deſirable, will, in the end, become burdenſome ; 
and the only alternative children have, is to be as 
much out of their friends ſight as poſlible : but 
While we conſider this ſort of conduct as an evil, 
«there is another extreme equally dangerous, and 
not uncommon, which is, that unmeaning and 
2 fooliſh fondneſs that too often betrays, both parent 
and child, into much evil : it has the appearance of 
weakneſs ; and, at any rate, it may be conſidered 
triling; it occaſions the parents to Joſe their 
authority, and the child preſumes upon what was 
very likely well meant, but ill-judged. It is in- 
deed right, that parents ſhould have an ardent zeal 
for the moral and religious improvement of their 
children; but it is neceſſary to be guarded, in order 
A4 that 


i 
that instruction, reproof, and correction, may de 


given with due temperance, in moderation, and 
proper ſeaſon. I have obſerved it is neceſſary to be 
guarded particularly at ſuch ſeaſons, when the effu- 
fions of parental love are likely to diſcover them- 
ſelves in any extreme. This conduct is not always 
underſtood by children, but they generally. conſider 
it as the effect of pity for ſome hardſhip and diſap- 
pointment they ſuppoſe themſelves to have received: 

of this I cenceive we have two proofs ; the firſt, 
in the cafe of fight indiſpoſition, when the tender- 
neſs of the mother is underſtood as pity, and is 


generally half the cure; and, ſecondly, when grown 


big enough to go out into the world, this ſort of 
fondneſs, which has been noticed, is generally un- 
derſtood as concern for the imaginary inconvenience 


of their ſituation; and from this I have ſeen many 


ill conſequences ariling, particularly in ſome who 
were very advantageouſly placed out to ſervitude, at 


2 great. expence, by the extenſive benevolence of a 


reſpectable character, but who, when they had been g 
a ſhort time in their places, appeared reſtleſs and 
diſcontented, and diſcovered an inelination to return 
home again; this diſpoſition their friends, inſtead 
of checking, imprudently encouraged, from a miſ- 


taken tenderneſs, without giving time for thoſe 
childiſh feelings wearing off, which a new ſituation 


generally” 


. 
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generally creates in the minds of young folks on 


their firſt leaving home; and the conſequence has 
been, they have either remained a dead weight on 
their parents hands, or taken to a profligate life. 
Here it may not be amiſs to notice two or three 
inſtances: one girl has left her friends ſome time, 
and has eluded all ſearch, by giving to her late 
miſtreſs, who met her accidentally, wrong direc- 
tions; another, not 17, has been taken by her 


friends to the Magdalen, but, on ſome account, re- 


jected: a third, who was encouraged at every trifle 
to leave her places, was at laſt rendered ſo miſer- 
able and unhappy, that ſhe could not ſettle in any; 
and notwithſtanding ſhe was very young, married 
under a variety of diſcouraging circumſtances : a 
fourth, there is great reaſon to ſuppoſe, would have 
been in the ſame ſituation had it not been prevented. 


The girl, like the.reſt, wanted to go home, which 


the mother encouraged, and the girl went home, but 


on one aſking it as a favour, ſhe was ſent for back 
again: after a fortnight's abſence, ſhe came back, 

and coritinued about ten days, when ſhe wanted to 
go home again, ſaying ſhe was ill: ſhe was deſired 


to reſt ſatisfied, and every neceſſary attention ſhould 
be paid her as if at home: ſhe was requeſted to go 
to bed, but as ſhe was not found to be particularly 
ill, nothing more was given than a few f:mple 
things; nor was ſhe ſuffered to come down ſtairs 

ſor 
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for ſome days: of this confinement ſhe was ſo tired 
that no complaints have been heard ſince, which 
is now more than twelve months ; ; but I muſt ob- 
ſerve, I do not know that the mother would have 


remained ſo ſtill, had not the family, juſt at the 


time, been under great obligations to the gentle- 
man before- mentioned; and on which account ſhe 
was fortunately compelled to concur in the promo- 


tion of her own intereſt. The mother and daugh- 


ter have both ſince expreſſed, what a happy cir- 


cumſtance it was, that ſhe was not ſuffered to have 


Her own way; and it is no ſmall pleaſure to add, 


The now turns out a remarkable good girl, More 


inſtances might be added ; however, 1 think there 
is but little doubt, that from this wrong way of 


Judging, may be attributed the general want of 


ſubordination ſo much complained of among youth. 
of both ſexes; but, perhaps, this want of ſubordi- 


nation among youth is alſo much owing to many 


of their friends not being able to read, or their 
not having read ſufficiently to make up their 
minds how to govern themſelves before the 


world, or before their children: I muſt confeſs, 
that in ſome of the Sunday-ſchools it looks 


ſomething like this. It is now ſeven years fince 
they were firſt eſtabliſhed 1 in this kingdom ; and I 


believe it is allowed great good is done through 
their 


1 
their means; but might not much more good be 
done, if the parents were as ardent in the work, 
and as ſenſible of its advantages, as thoſe who ſo 
generouſly contribute to. its ſupport? But thoſe 
whoſe misfortune it is to be uninformed,. know but 
ill how to chooſe for their children; yet ſuffer me 
to ſubmit a few thoughts to your conſideration, and 
leave conviction to perform her own work, It is 
a melancholy truth, that among the bulk of the 
poor, we find many who ſcarce know for what end 
they exiſt: they ſee others die around them, but 
are thoughtleſs about their own death and a future 
ſtate; and, from this darkneſs of the mind, the 
ſacred truths of the Bible are, in a great meaſure, 
loſt upon them; and though there are miniſters 
appointed by the eſtabliſned church to teach and 
inſtruct their hearers, yet it is to be lamented, the 
poor are generally the people who ſeldom attend 
divine worſhip, and when they do, it is with 
great unconcern and indifference. Could they 


” -* but read their Bibles, 1 think there is little % 


but they would ſoon ſee the neceſſity of attending 
ſome place of worſhip :. but men being in darkneſs 
ſtumble on their way, uncultivated in their minds, 
untoward and ferocious in their tempers, perverſe in 
their behaviour, or elſe altogether indolent and care- 
leſs. From one or other of theſe cauſes, their families 

are 
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are either worried or neglected ; and inſtead of 
peace within their dwellings, nothing but clamor, 
confuſion, and diftreſs are ſeen ; the bond of affec- 
tion, which united the, family, is broken, and every 
proper reſpect to ſocial duty is viewed with a ſhy 
indifference, and all, are equally careleſs, The 
huſband, unhappily, in his unguarded moments, 
having ſuffered trifles to diſturb his peace, ſoon 
finds his temper ſoured, and quickly ruffled, which, 
if unheeded, grows into habit, when he gratifies 
himſelf by caſting vollies of oaths, like fire-brands, 
at his wife and children; and though they have not 
the advantage of a good education, yet they know 
well enough when inſult is meant, and, from the 
dictates of an untutored mind, take their courſe 
accordingly ; not being aware that & a ſoft anſwer 
« turneth away wrath,” Prov. xv. 1, they return 
inſult for inſult, and railing for railing, ſowing the 
wind, and reaping the whirlwind. Thus urged on 
at one time by unguarded, at another by intentional 
miſconduct, they perverſely divide, as if their in- 
tereſt conſiſted in the deſtruction of themſelves and 
family: open war is now declared, and though, 
perhaps, at the firſt it may cauſe ſome pain and diſ- 
quictude, yet repeated provocations ſoon blunt the 
edge of thoſe feelings, and what was painful and 
diſtrefling before, is now proclaimee, as it were, 
Et upon 
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upon the houſe- top, to be their choice; the loſs of 
a good name, before their children, before their 
neighbours, and before the world, is leaſt thought 
about, and the conteſt now is, which ſhall wound 
the feelings of the other moſt effectually, by intro» 
ducing a ſad variety of inconſiſtent things. 


The huſband, inſtead of finding the family his 
comfort and delight, (for want of a better reſource) 
unhappily takes to drinking, and tells you he does 
this to drive away his care, perverſely ſeeking to 
cramp and diſtreſs his circumſtances, by ſporting 
with his little earnings; indulging the low and 
pitiful idea, that none but himſelf ſhould enjoy the 


fruit of his labour, he mixes with perſons of the . 


ſame ſentiment, and it is agreed Monday ſhall 'be 
devoted for the expreſs purpoſe of ſpending great 
part of what they had been labouring for the week 
before. I cannot account for this conduct, which 
is but too general among thoſe who work where a 
number are engaged, and is a fad diſgrace : but it 
ſeems, with thoſe who love to idle, it is called Saint 
Monday, which is not the only day ſpent, but often 
leads them to break into Tueſday ; nay, it is well 
known, many often go ſo far as to neglect their work 
three days in a week ; ſurely, with thoſe who have 

A _— and think at all, it cannot ſeem right tp, 
devote 
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devote almoſt every Monday in the year in this idle 
way, as it muſt prove a conſiderable loſs to a man 
who has but from twelve to twenty ſhillings per 
week : his loſs of time, taking the day at the rate 
of his wages, cannot be well leſs than fix pounds 
ten ſhillings; add to which ſuch money as he may 
ſpend, ſuppoſing in company, not leſs than two 
ſhillings, through the day, by gaming and drinking, 
his family ſuſtains a loſs: from eleven to eighteen 
guineas at the year's end ; by which. conduct, the 
mother is left with a ſcanty pittance to ſtruggle for 
herſelf and children; while they, poor things, are 
made to feel the want of a father and a friend, and 
know of none but in name, too often witneſſing 
his intoxication, while their ears are inſulted with 
blaſphemy ; ſo what with the father's inattention, 
and the mother's inability, the children are ſadly 
expoſed to ignorance and vice. 


But it ſometimes happens where both the father 
and the mother ſo err in their conduct, that each 
is led to doubt whether there be a probability of 
reconciliation; they being ſtrangers to the com- 
mand of their tempers, the ſmalleſt circumſtance, 
in that caſe, tends to irritate and divide them, and, 
if indulged, is often attended with fatal conſe- 


quences. Of this there is an inſtance in. the 
. borough 


[ If J 


Borough of Southwark, in a family whoſe childrert 


attend a Sunday-ſchool there: when the 'father 
comes home to his meals, ſomething is amiſs ; (it 
matters not what, where there is diſaffection) hence 
words have ariſen, and both giving way to the vio- 
lence of their tempers, the knives, plates, and 
food upon the table, have been cruelly thrown at 
each other, Where this, or any thing like this, is 
the caſe, honeſt ceconomy- is diſmiſſed the houſe, 
and while filth, and rags take place of decency and 
good order, the children are without protection; 
] mean as to their morals, and have little more ad- 
vantage than any domeſtic animal about the houſe : 
being left to their weak and childith paſſions, they 
become ungovernable, and dead to all that is wiſe, - 
or virtuous ; and frequently, when it is too late, 
they have cauſe to reproach their parents for their 
indifference, ſeveral inſtances of which might be 
given; but with thoſe who wiſh to pay attention 
to this, a few may ſerve.—I remember, in the 
ſpring of the year 1790, there were two lads in the 
Borough, the one about ſixteen, the other about 
eighteen years of age, who loſt their lives by a 
ſhameful death, both hanged up like dogs, as dan- 
gerous to ſociety : upon enquiring of the father of 
one of them, how it was his ſon, who was ſo 
young, ſhould take to ſuch bad ways; he anſwered, _ 
5 | he 
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he had loſt his authority over him ever ſince he was 
little more than thirteen; and frankly acknow- 
| ledged, he believed it was owing to his ſuffering 
bim to have his own way too much when younger, 
and that he would run about the ſtreets ; ſo that 
when he grew up, he ſoon got beyond controul : that 
he had frequently faſtened him to a table, or the 
room door, but the lad would often find means to | 
get away, ſtaying out all night, when he unfor- 
tunately met with that company which coſt him his 
life. Another inſtance of a ſimilar nature occurred 
laſt ſummer: a poor woman in Queen-ſtreet, 
Borough, who begged, and begged earneſtly, to have 
Her daughter admitted into the Sunday-ſchool, ſay- 
ing ſhe hoped it would prove uſeful to the child; 
that ſhe had a ſon about ſeventeen, juſt then tranſ- 
ported for Botany-bay, and that ſhe had looked up 

to him for aſſiſtance in her old age; but ſhe now 
ſaw her error, by indulging him, when younger, in 
the choice of his own company, who introduced 
him to a bad houſe, where he would ſtay till mid- 
night; and in order to enable him with the reſt, to 
| keep pace with their expences, it was agreed to 
rob the houſe where they reſorted, and for which 
he now ſuffers. Another youth, about twenty, 
awhom the father not only taught to diſregard, but 
to inſult his mother ; the father died, and at the 
"> n time 
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time this was writing the ſon was taken into euſtody 
for theft, previous to which he had been long a 
terror to the neighbourhood where he lived. When 
the fifth commandment, « Honour thy father and 
« thy mother, that thy days may be long in the 
© land which the Lord thy God giveth thee,” be 
neither underſtood, or reſpected, by parent or child, 
all true reverence is out of the queſtion ; as their 
being frightened into a ſort of ſubmiſſion, or made 
to bow or courteſy, will not give them the right ideas 
of ſubordination to their parents or ſuperiors ; but, 
on the contrary, it often happens, their whole life 
has been marked with obſtinate ſelf-will, and an 
impatience of control; and it is not uncommon to 
hear the much-diſhonoured parent cry out, O 
<« that I could but follow them to the grave; but 


c jt is too late!” All this is to be expected where 


children are neglected and treated with indifference; 
and how ſhocking on this account: they, poor 
taings, muſt pay for their folly, at the expence of 
their lives ! 4 9 


How many of both ſexes have been thus loſt to 
ſociety, and the moſt promiſing talents buried with 
them in the grave. © He that ſows in ſeaſon may 
« reap, but he who delays the ſeed time will be 
<« diſappointed of a harveſt ;*! hence Some weep in 
earneſt, and yet weep in vain, as deep i indiſcretion ; 
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as in woe. It is a misfortune, many things are 
conſidered trifling, and of no great conſequence, 
but their tendency is bad : children being ſent to 
the pawnbrokers, or liquor-ſhops, are ſoon dil- 


poſſeſſed of that modeſty which is ſo becoming; ſo 


that they are capable of facing any body with the 
greateſt indifference, and are quickly inured to the 
art of pawning, which teaches them how to diſpoſe 
of any thing they may get by fair or unfair 
means. A circumſtance of this' ſort came under 
my. notice: a girl, not ſixteen, ſtole from her 
miſtreſs, ſilver ſpoons, and diſpoſed of them in this 
way, before ſhe had been many days in her place ; 
and it was ſoon made to appear, that the mother 
had-often ſent her to thoſe ſhops. Here the wonder 
of parents muſt ceaſe, when thoſe evils have- in-no 
way been pointed out to their children. But ſome 
may ſay they have neither time nor ability to com- 
municate proper inſtruction to them: if this be the 


caſe, the child is much the loſer, and is the more 
to be pitied; and ſuch, upon conviction, will ſee 


it their intereſt, as well as the child's, to ſeek it in 
others. 


Children are ready, not only to pluck, but prize the 
poiſonous herb, as well as the innocent flower; and 


Pr. Young. + | | | 
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unleſs prevented by a wiſer hand, it might prove 
fatal; ſo it is with reſpect to their choice of vice 
inſtead of virtue; and to whom can they look to 
explain the difference but to their friends, and to 
thoſe who are better informed. Ignorance in ge- 
neral is viewed as a dreadful diſeaſe, elſe, why 


| thoſe public ſchools and great expence, to cultivate 


the mind, and cure the evil; hence it as much be- 
comes the parent to give, or get the child inſtruc» 
tion, as they would be anxious in the caſe of ſick- 
neſs to procure it medicine; and that the neglect 
ef the one, is as culpable as the neglect of the 
other. But in the caſe of ſickneſs, would it not be 
abſurd to expect the phyſician ſhould give money as 
well as medicine, becauſe he is ſuffered to do the 
child a good; and can it be leſs abſurd, where pa- 
rents will ſcarce ſuffer their children to receive in- 


ſtruction, unleſs they have ſomething given for aCt- 
ing fo rational to them ? 


I ſhould be ſorry to ſay this is general; but on 
the contrary, I truſt there are ſome who are hearty 
in the work, and feel happy their children can have 


the means of inſtruction; but it is alſo found, there 


are others, whoſe minds are (o little and mean, as 
pitifully to rob their children of this advantage, 
and deprive them of the means of inſtruction ; un- 


3 generouſly 
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generouſty ſacrificing the intereſt of the child ts- 
their ſelfiſh feelings, or ſome trifling pri vate conve- 
nience ; ſuch as minding a younger child, or ſelling 


fruit on the Sunday; and in the country, many are 
ſent into the fields to graze cattle the whole day, 


for which they have two pence. Surely, after wear- 


ing out their clothes, no great profit can ariſe from 
_ this employment; | belides, ſuch are acting contrary 


to that word which ſays, © train up a child in the 
way he ſhould go, and when he is old he will not 
depart from it, Prov. xxii. 5. Children, are per- 
verſe enough, therefore it is prettily ſaid, train up, 
or lead, a child in the way he ſhould go, but it is 


not ſaid in the way he would go. 


Let it ſuffice to ſay, care and attention are ne- 
ceſlary i in order to lay a good foundation for the fu- 
ture conduct of youth ; but if much time, zeal, and 
caution, in the moſt reſpectable families, i is ſcarcely 
found equal to the taſk, what muſt be expected 
where. theſe are wanting | No diſeaſe is ſo dan- 
gerous as that which cheats and flatters, leaving the 


patient ignorant of i its progreſs until it has deſtroyed 
the conſtitution ;. and it is lamentable, notwith- 


ſtanding many of the poor ſee the ſad effects of 


what is wrong in the children of others, yet them- 


ſelves, alter infliting a little corporal puniſhment, 


or 


tut 


. awkward raillery, are quickly lulled into a ſecu- | 


rity, from the promiſes made to them by their chil-. 
dren, who in general are only ſorry for the puniſn- 
ment, and not the crime, which ſhould be' diſtin- 
guiſhed, and which they ſeldom attempt to con- 
vince them of; not being aware of the conſequences, 
the danger does not appear ſo great as it really 
is; till by-and-bye the unhappy youths. treat their 
authority with contempt, and ſoon we hear of their 
either groaning in an hoſpital, or plunged into a 
dungeon bound in irons, ſadly proving the truth of 
thoſe words, © the way of tranſgreſſors is hard, 
Prov. xiii. 15. Thus torn from their friends by 
folly, and diſeaſe, they are left to lament their caſe: 
but this is not all; no one ſuffers alone; the family 
is involved ; father, mother, ſiſter, brother, all re- 
lated feel the force of the evil; the name is re- 
corded, or publiſhed to the world, cried in the 
ſtreets, and becomes the ſubject” of converſation in 
every common alehouſe : under ſuch circumſtances, 
all maſters and miſtreſſes muſt feel very ſhy of 
taking any of the family into their ſervice. It i is 
clear, then, that parents not only owe duty to their 
children, but to themſelves, their relations, and the 
world at large. As far as the limits of this little 
tract would allow, I have, in ſome ſmall meaſure, 
endeavoured to ſhe the effects of ignorance; and, 
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no Abt; you will be ready to aſk for th2 remedy. 
Suffer me to recommend that your children be 
ſent to the Sunday ſchools, Where they will receive 

wholeſome inſtruction: when they return home, 
encourage the reading of the ſeriptures; for it is 
aid; & wherewithal ſhall a young man cleanſe his 
« way but by taking heed to thy word,” Pſ. cxix. 
9. Frequently 'aſk them if they underſtand what 
they read; this will ſet their little minds at work, 
and your enquiry will tend to make them induſtri- 
ous and attentive: this ſhould be perſevered in. I 
truſt you will not conceive this a hard requeſt, as 
it is for your own children; but I would rather re- 
commend they be directed to read the ſcriptures as 

a privilege, and not as a taſk ; that is to fay, never 
to impoſe the reading, or getting by heart any 
chapter, by way of puniſhment, as ſome unfortu- 
nately have done; which muſt tend to make them 
careleſs about the very book which is alone able to 
make them wiſe: but rather hold out the permiſ- 
ſion Wee it as a reward to thoſe who are 
i good: hat caſe it will be conſidered an indul- 
i} _ - gence, 8 the reading or getting off part of it by 
© Heart, will be underſtood as a mark of your kind- 

” neſs towards them. This kind of treatment, I 
#} would hope, will inſenſibly lay the foundation for a 
| good, moral, and religious conduct, in a future day, 
{Ml E BN . ielding, 
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yielding, inftead of pain, much pleaſure; and Hike 5 1 


faction; and inſtead of diſtreſſing your circum- 


ſtances wilfully, they will be led to ſee it their duty | 
to ſerve and alliſt ; and inſtead of diſgraeing you, | 


they will prove an honour to you, reflecting, by " 


their conduct, the wholeſome Inſtruction received be 
in their infancy. | 


I can only now recommend them to your further 
care and attention: the time will ſoon come when 


they will loſe the means of inſtruction at home 


and at ſchool, and muſt go out into the world to 
get their living ; then how pleaſant it will be to 
reflect, that they are not ignorant of the great 


Author of their being, nor of their duty to you as 


their parents ; but you can reſt in the pleaſing hops 
of ſeeing and reaping the fruit of all the well- ; 
meant labours of thoſe who have ſo generouſly con- 
tributed to ſuch an inſtitution, where your child 
received that inſtruction, which is ſo calculated to 


make them happy here and hereafter. 


Let me recommend you to be ſtrictly attentive _ 


to their religious intereſt, and © ſuffer them not to 


« be deſtroyed for lack of knowledge,” Hoſea iv. 6. 
but uſe your endeavours to give them an oppor- 
tunity, © that the generation to come might know 


« them, 


4 ] 
them, even the children which ſhall be born, that 
* they may alſo declare them to their children,“ 
Pſal. Ixxviii. 6. Here I leave the ſubject, waiting 
in hope that ſome may reap the advantage, which 
is the ſincere wiſh of one who reſpects you. 


